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The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd began regular Sunday services in 1962 in a private home in Humble, 

about 20 miles northeast of Houston, and became a mission church of the Diocese of Texas the following year. 

With the development of the Kingwood area a few miles north in the early 1970s, the congregation moved in order 

to establish permanent roots and grow with the young community. In 1976 we held our first service in the building 

constructed on the present four-acre site.

In 1978 we achieved parish status and grew substantially, from 189 families in 1978 to 346 families in 1984. A 

Christian education building was completed in 1983 and the Good Shepherd School soon began operations in the 

new facility. In 1990 we built a 700-seat nave featuring open expanse, exposed beams, and stained glass windows, 

designed to reflect our value of strong, well-done traditional liturgical worship.

Continued growth in church membership, ministries, and the Good Shepherd School required more space, so in 

2001 we built a two-story, 19,000 square foot Mission Center. This greatly enhanced our youth activities, Christian 

education, and small group meeting opportunities and allowed for more administrative space in the main building. 

Membership grew steadily, although the actions of the 2003 General Convention caused some discord and 

resultant loss of membership and pledges, an unfortunate but temporary setback.

Good Shepherd is a vital, engaging congregation that has become one of the larger parishes in the Diocese of 

Texas, with over 550 families and an annual budget of over $1,000,000.  We have been blessed with many 

challenges and opportunities, as well as with the people and other resources with which to meet them.

 We have been fortunate to have the leadership of four outstanding rectors over the years: The Rev. Joseph 

Johnson (1973-1978), the Rev. Richard Elwood (1979-1984), the Rev. Stephen R. Whitfield (1985-1992), and the 

Rev. Dennis G. Fotinos, who served from 1993 until his retirement in January 2008.  William T. Richter Jr. joined us in the summer 

of 2010.  

Appropriately named “The Livable Forest” Kingwood’s 

beautifully wooded surroundings and innovative 

master plan have helped the community grow into a 

charming small town, where residents find the ideal 

combination of new homes, outstanding schools, 

amenities, and conveniences all close to home.

Kingwood, Texas

Our Facility

Main Building

Mission Center - Second FloorMission Center - First Floor

Storage

Good Shepherd



Our Next Rector
PARISH ASSESSMENT
In the summer of 2008, a diocesan development consultant conducted a full assessment of the Good Shepherd parish. 

The consultant concluded that Good Shepherd is at a crossroads in growth, and the critical skill set essential for a new 

rector includes visionary, decisive, and inspiring leadership with the ability to work with staff and parish leadership on mu-

tual accountability. Our next rector also needs to be strong in the areas of relationship skills, administration, and leadership 

development in order for Good Shepherd to grow beyond its current size. We are looking for a servant leader who has 

an awareness of his or her personal spiritual gifts. Other key qualities crucial in the next rector include the ability to lead 

through mission, values, vision and planning and the ability to deal effectively with conflict, provide mediation, and main-

tain confidentiality. He or she must demonstrate the ability to coach and build leadership skills in others and must possess 

keen listening and stress management skills.

RECTOR PROFILE
Along with that assessment, the congregation participated in a rector profile survey, the results of which are closely 

aligned with the assessment. 

•  Helpful past leadership experiences: growing and forming disciples, involvement in community (mission/outreach), 

leading a congregation facing change, and comfort in teaching stewardship and evangelism

• Personal theology: authentic–walks what he/she talks, believes scripture is the inspired word of God and can show 

relevance today, a moderate–not a literalist or liberal

• Worship style preferences: comfortable with mixture of liturgical styles (Rites 1 & 2), occasional creative and 

diverse worship styles, comfortable with diversity within BCP

• Predominant relational behaviors: is present, involved with clergy, lay leaders, congregations, in an outgoing 

manner; empowers others, delegates well; builds and entrusts teams

• Predominant decision-making style: consistently works with leaders and staff to make collaborative decisions

• Preferred communication style: positive attitude, approachable, sense of humor

• Spiritual life, disciplines, ability to help others in spiritual growth: motivational/inspirational, compassionate, role 

model–leads by example

• Top three spiritual gifts: leadership, evangelism, faith

• Pastoral specialties most needed: preacher, chief pastor, spiritual guide

• Parishioners feel strongly the next rector must believe it is important to lead Good Shepherd focused on its 

mission, values and vision.



O u t r e a c h
We serve those in need in our community 
and beyond, reflecting Jesus’ commandment 
to love one another as He Loves us

WE EMBRACE CHRIST’S COMMAND TO SERVE THOSE IN NEED
• We provide volunteers to The Beacon, which provides lunch, showers, laundry services, and other assistance aimed at 

restoring and maintaining the dignity of people in the downtown Houston street community.

• We host several blood drives each year benefiting St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital.

• FamilyTime, a crisis and counseling center, and The Door, a shelter for battered women and their children, receive 

financial assistance and volunteers from Good Shepherd. 

• Feed My Lambs, in partnership with other area churches, prepares and delivers nutritious lunches to disabled and 

needy people in nearby Porter. 

• We support Lord of the Streets Episcopal Church with volunteers and financial assistance for its ministries to the 

homeless of downtown Houston, cooking breakfast for them several times a year and collecting and distributing clothes 

and other needed items.

• Hearts and Hands rebuilds, and in some cases resurrects, inadequate housing. Required improvements are provided at 

no cost to the elderly, the disabled, and the poor. 

• Humble Area Assistance Ministries (HAAM) is an interfaith coalition of area churches serving as a community food 

pantry, social service agency, job bank, and resale store, all made possible through donations of food, clothing, 

household goods, and volunteers. 

• Kairos addresses the spiritual needs of incarcerated people, their families, and those who work in the prisons.

• Kingwood ACTs / Second Family Care Teams minister to frail adults, those living with HIV/AIDS, and others with 

special needs by providing occasional meals, transportation, home visits, and other helpful services. 

• Operation Santa gives Christmas gifts of food, clothing, toys, and personal items to local needy families and nursing 

home residents. 

• We provide St. James House, an Episcopal retirement home, with a board member, support of their annual Silver Tea, 

and Christmas gifts to residents.

MISSION STATEMENT
With God’s help and gifts, we proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ to our community and invite all people into 

our loving fellowship.

OUR VALUES
Worship

We glorify God through worship, acknowledging that our very existence comes from Him.

Children and Youth Ministries

We support and encourage children and youth to know Christ, to discover and develop their 

spiritual gifts and to serve others.

Christian Education

We come to know Christ and grow our foundation of faith through our spiritual journey of 

learning, teaching and understanding God’s Word.

Pastoral Care

We nurture and support each other in our daily lives through our faith and actions.

Fellowship

We grow and enhance our relationship with God and each other through fellowship.

Outreach

We serve those in need in our community and beyond, reflecting Jesus’ commandment to love one another as 

He loves us.

Mission, Values & Vision

OUR VISION
Good Shepherd will be a Church

…where all who attend find dynamic, diverse and meaningful worship experiences

…where newcomers find a warm and welcoming spirit, an invitation into the full life of the parish and opportunities to share 

their God-given gifts in ministry

…where small groups provide the opportunity for all to grow in spirit, strengthen their love of God and establish meaningful 

personal relationships

…where our commitment to financial responsibility and stewardship will allow us to enhance our mission and our values



Fellowship
We grow and enhance our relationship with 

God and each other through fellowship.

Supporting our worship services are our Acolytes, Lay Eucharistic Ministers and Lay Readers, Altar Guild, Flower Guild, Usher 

Corps, Greeters and Welcome Center.

Wor s h i p
We glorify God through worship, 
acknowledging that our very existence 
comes from Him.

SUNDAY
Good Shepherd offers a diverse selection of worship services.

  8:00 a.m. -  A quiet Rite I Holy Eucharist service

10:15 a.m. - The traditional Rite II Holy Eucharist service in the nave features the choir singing music from all periods 

during Holy Communion.

10:15 a.m. -  The New Light service meets in the Great Hall and has a more casual, contemporary feeling, featuring praise 

music and a teaching sermon.

  6:30 p.m. -  A service in the style of Taizé, centered on silence and reflection with rhythmic, repetitive singing, is offered   

 the second Sunday of the month.  We also have a lay-led healing service on the fourth Sunday of the month.

WEDNESDAY
On Wednesday evenings we celebrate Holy Eucharist Rite II with Healing in the chapel.

IN SMALL GROUPS PARISHIONERS CONNECT WITH OTHERS WHILE SHARING 
COMMON INTERESTS
• Brotherhood of St. Andrew is a ministry of laymen, dedicated to prayer, study, and service.

• Daughters of the King (DOK) is an order for women, dedicated to prayer, service, and evangelism. 

• ECOTGS (Episcopal Church Of The Good Shepherd) is for adults 50+ who enjoy fellowship and day trips.

• Financial Peace University is for adults exploring their financial and stewardship responsibilities.

• Great N.E.W.S. Train Club is for adults interested in railroading and model trains. 

• KnitCrochet Group enjoys knitting and crocheting items for outreach and others.

• Kuilting Kut-Ups and Peace & Stitch are for those interested in quilting and sharing their skills.

• Ladies of Good Shepherd are women of the church who gather for fun and fellowship.

• Men’s Breakfast is for men of the church who share breakfast and fellowship.

• Moms, Dads and Young Disciples (MDYD) brings together parents and young children for potluck dinners, movies 

 and outings. 

• Prime Timers Dinner Group is for adults 50+ who meet at local restaurants for dinner and fellowship.

• Women’s Book Group is for women who love to read and enjoy discussing a variety of books.

Throughout the year there are opportunities for 

parishioners to gather as a community for fellowship and 

a chance to meet members of the parish family they might 

not otherwise know. Good Shepherd is known for its 

outdoor Live Nativity scene (opposite, top) presented for 

the enjoyment of the Kingwood community every Christmas 

since 1986. The annual Pumpkin Patch (opposite, bottom) 

and Fall Festival in October focus on pumpkin sales and 

fun activities for area children and their families. Other 

parish-wide events include the Shrove Tuesday Pancake 

Supper, Wednesday Night Dinners, Brother-Hood Sunday, 

Independence Day Picnic, Blessing of the Animals, and 

Advent Cookies and Carols. 



MUSIC
Music contributes great moments of beauty and 

inspiration to our worship services and is an effective 

tool in teaching the Christian faith and the scriptures. 

The Ministry of Music at Good Shepherd provides a 

program of graded choirs, which gives people of all ages 

an opportunity to grow in praise and Christian leadership 

through music. It is a comprehensive program, which 

prepares our children, youth and adults for a lifetime of 

service to God and the church. 

• Good Shepherd Choir (adults) 

• Coventry Choir (grades 1 and 2) 

• St. Gregory Choir (grades 3-5) 

• Girls Choir (grades 6-8)

• Adult & Youth Handbell Guilds

• New Light Ensemble

ACOLYTE GUILD
Assisting the clergy at services is our 

Acolyte Guild of over 80 youth members 

supported by a team of seven adults, each 

with a specific support role. In addition to 

training to assist in the liturgy, the Acolyte 

Guild provides programs designed to build 

fellowship and broaden the members’ 

understanding of the church.  Our acolytes 

have been requested by the Diocese of 

Texas to serve at major diocesan events.



Pastoral Care
We nurture and support each other in our daily lives through our faith 

and actions.

MINISTRIES
Casserole Patrol

Flower Guild

Guild of the Christ Child

Healing Ministry Team (Order of St. Luke)

Lending Closet

Prayer Chain

SUPPORT GROUPS THAT MEET AT GOOD SHEPHERD
ADD / ADHD Family Support Group

Alzheimer’s Support Group

Gamblers Anonymous

Women Survivors of Childhood Sexual Abuse

VISITATION
Hospital Visits

Assisted Living/Nursing Home Visits

Lay Eucharistic Visitors

At Good Shepherd pastoral care is provided by lay ministers 

and clergy. Working together we offer practical, emotional, and 

spiritual support for those who are ill, recovering, weary, 

bereaved, frail, or alone. Whether praying with the sick or 

visiting the homebound, taking a casserole or making a phone 

call, we extend and receive Jesus’ compassion in all that we do. 

We learn discipleship through works of mercy. We preach the 

gospel through acts of kindness.

Episcopal Youth Community, or EYC, is one aspect of Youth Ministries 

at Good Shepherd.  Junior EYC is for 6th through 8th grade students 

and Senior EYC is for those in 9th through 12th grades.  The two groups 

meet separately on Wednesday evenings when the program consists of 

topical discussions, Bible studies, and fellowship. Sunday afternoon 

get-togethers are geared toward fun, team building, games, and crafts.

The Youth Room, on the second floor of the Mission Center, is also open 

on Thursday afternoons for “Hang-Out Time” during the school year.  

EYC promotes Biblical truths, defines the Christian walk, and provides

skills for making good choices based on sound Biblical knowledge and 

tools to equip our young people for evangelism and sharing the Gospel 

with others.

C h i l d r e n &  Y o u t h
We support and encourage children and youth to know Christ, to discover their 
spiritual gifts and to serve others.



YOUNG CHILDREN
Our children’s ministries offer many 

opportunities for children and their 

families to grow together. The Moms, 

Dads and Young Disciples group 

brings together parents and young 

children for potluck dinners, movies 

and outings. Young children play a 

vital role in many of our parish-wide 

events, especially Fall Festival and 

Live Nativity.

ADULT INVOLVEMENT
The quality of any Youth Ministry is directly 

dependent on the adult involvement in the program.

Good Shepherd is blessed to have many caring 

adults dedicated to serving in this ministry.  In an 

effort to provide a safe environment, all people

having contact with children and youth have

background checks and have completed a program 

of the Diocese of Texas called “Safeguarding 

God’s Children.”

OTHER WAYS WE GET INVOLVED
Good Shepherd is blessed with many groups 

and committees that contribute to the life, vital-

ity and daily functioning of the church.

Coffee Hour Hostesses

Communications Committee

Decoration Guild

Environmental Stewardship Committee

Fellowship Committee

Finance Committee

Funeral Ushers

Funeral Receptions Team

Good Shepherd School Board

Newcomers Team

Newsletter Folders

Office Volunteers

Personnel Committee

Property Commission 

Pumpkin Patchers

Stewardship Committee

Stewardship of the Church

Wedding Guild

Worship Committee



Christian Education
We come to know Christ and grow our foundation through our spiritual journey of 
learning, teaching and understanding God’s Word.

CHILDREN
On Sundays children age three through high school 

learn Bible stories, apply related Bible truths, engage 

in age-appropriate discussion, and observe seasonal 

festivals. First Communion Class is held in conjunction 

with the first grade curriculum and includes Eucharist 

instruction. Vacation Bible School is a popular offering 

for children in kindergarten through fourth grade 

during the summer.

Confirmation preparation for teens at Good Shepherd 

is a two-year program of faith development. The first 

year is a survey of the Bible and the second year class 

discusses the sacraments, the Book of Common Prayer 

and Hymnal, church history, prayer and other 

theological topics. Year II students are paired with 

mentors, with whom they meet regularly throughout the 

year leading to confirmation.

ADULTS
On Sundays, adults participate in short seminar 

courses designed to group together people of 

similar ages. Outstanding teachers then rotate 

from group to group, allowing each group’s 

questions and concerns to be addressed in a 

relevant and timely way. Sunday morning also 

includes a Discovery class for inquiring adults. 

Weekday classes encourage a more focused 

Bible or book study over a longer term.

GOOD SHEPHERD SCHOOL
Good Shepherd School, one of the largest fully accredited Episcopal pre-schools in the United States, is an integral part of 

the ministry of Good Shepherd Church, providing an early childhood education designed so that each child will grow 

spiritually, intellectually, emotionally, physically and socially in a Christian environment. 

Founded in 1984, the school began with two classes and 22 children and now offers 15 classes and serves over 250 

children. The Mother’s Day Out program serves an additional 100 children. The staff is comprised of professional, caring 

individuals who are highly trained in the early childhood education field. Good Shepherd School is a member of the 

Southwestern Association of Episcopal Schools, the National Association of Episcopal Schools and the National 

Association for the Education of Young Children. Not only is there a waiting list for children to enroll in the school, but the 

school also enjoys an abundance of inquiries from highly qualified teachers.



Christian Education
We come to know Christ and grow our foundation through our spiritual journey of 
learning, teaching and understanding God’s Word.

CHILDREN
On Sundays children age three through high school 

learn Bible stories, apply related Bible truths, engage 

in age-appropriate discussion, and observe seasonal 

festivals. First Communion Class is held in conjunction 

with the first grade curriculum and includes Eucharist 

instruction. Vacation Bible School is a popular offering 

for children in kindergarten through fourth grade 

during the summer.

Confirmation preparation for teens at Good Shepherd 

is a two-year program of faith development. The first 

year is a survey of the Bible and the second year class 

discusses the sacraments, the Book of Common Prayer 

and Hymnal, church history, prayer and other 

theological topics. Year II students are paired with 

mentors, with whom they meet regularly throughout the 

year leading to confirmation.

ADULTS
On Sundays, adults participate in short seminar 

courses designed to group together people of 

similar ages. Outstanding teachers then rotate 

from group to group, allowing each group’s 

questions and concerns to be addressed in a 

relevant and timely way. Sunday morning also 

includes a Discovery class for inquiring adults. 

Weekday classes encourage a more focused 

Bible or book study over a longer term.

GOOD SHEPHERD SCHOOL
Good Shepherd School, one of the largest fully accredited Episcopal pre-schools in the United States, is an integral part of 

the ministry of Good Shepherd Church, providing an early childhood education designed so that each child will grow 

spiritually, intellectually, emotionally, physically and socially in a Christian environment. 

Founded in 1984, the school began with two classes and 22 children and now offers 15 classes and serves over 250 

children. The Mother’s Day Out program serves an additional 100 children. The staff is comprised of professional, caring 

individuals who are highly trained in the early childhood education field. Good Shepherd School is a member of the 

Southwestern Association of Episcopal Schools, the National Association of Episcopal Schools and the National 

Association for the Education of Young Children. Not only is there a waiting list for children to enroll in the school, but the 

school also enjoys an abundance of inquiries from highly qualified teachers.



YOUNG CHILDREN
Our children’s ministries offer many 

opportunities for children and their 

families to grow together. The Moms, 

Dads and Young Disciples group 

brings together parents and young 

children for potluck dinners, movies 

and outings. Young children play a 

vital role in many of our parish-wide 

events, especially Fall Festival and 

Live Nativity.

ADULT INVOLVEMENT
The quality of any Youth Ministry is directly 

dependent on the adult involvement in the program.

Good Shepherd is blessed to have many caring 

adults dedicated to serving in this ministry.  In an 

effort to provide a safe environment, all people

having contact with children and youth have

background checks and have completed a program 

of the Diocese of Texas called “Safeguarding 

God’s Children.”

OTHER WAYS WE GET INVOLVED
Good Shepherd is blessed with many groups 

and committees that contribute to the life, vital-

ity and daily functioning of the church.

Coffee Hour Hostesses

Communications Committee

Decoration Guild

Environmental Stewardship Committee

Fellowship Committee

Finance Committee

Funeral Ushers

Funeral Receptions Team

Good Shepherd School Board

Newcomers Team

Newsletter Folders

Office Volunteers

Personnel Committee

Property Commission 

Pumpkin Patchers

Stewardship Committee

Stewardship of the Church

Wedding Guild

Worship Committee



Pastoral Care
We nurture and support each other in our daily lives through our faith 

and actions.

MINISTRIES
Casserole Patrol

Flower Guild

Guild of the Christ Child

Healing Ministry Team (Order of St. Luke)

Lending Closet

Prayer Chain

SUPPORT GROUPS THAT MEET AT GOOD SHEPHERD
ADD / ADHD Family Support Group

Alzheimer’s Support Group

Gamblers Anonymous

Women Survivors of Childhood Sexual Abuse

Stephen Ministry  

VISITATION
Hospital Visits

Assisted Living/Nursing Home Visits

Lay Eucharistic Visitors

At Good Shepherd pastoral care is provided by lay ministers 

and clergy. Working together we offer practical, emotional, and 

spiritual support for those who are ill, recovering, weary, 

bereaved, frail, or alone. Whether praying with the sick or 

visiting the homebound, taking a casserole or making a phone 

call, we extend and receive Jesus’ compassion in all that we do. 

We learn discipleship through works of mercy. We preach the 

gospel through acts of kindness.

Episcopal Youth Community, or EYC, is one aspect of Youth Ministries 

at Good Shepherd.  Junior EYC is for 6th through 8th grade students 

and Senior EYC is for those in 9th through 12th grades.  The two groups 

meet separately on Wednesday evenings when the program consists of 

topical discussions, Bible studies, and fellowship. Sunday afternoon 

get-togethers are geared toward fun, team building, games, and crafts.

The Youth Room, on the second floor of the Mission Center, is also open 

on Thursday afternoons for “Hang-Out Time” during the school year.  

EYC promotes Biblical truths, defines the Christian walk, and provides

skills for making good choices based on sound Biblical knowledge and 

tools to equip our young people for evangelism and sharing the Gospel 

with others.

C h i l d r e n &  Y o u t h
We support and encourage children and youth to know Christ, to discover their 
spiritual gifts and to serve others.



MUSIC
Music contributes great moments of beauty and 

inspiration to our worship services and is an effective 

tool in teaching the Christian faith and the scriptures. 

The Ministry of Music at Good Shepherd provides a 

program of graded choirs, which gives people of all ages 

an opportunity to grow in praise and Christian leadership 

through music. It is a comprehensive program, which 

prepares our children, youth and adults for a lifetime of 

service to God and the church. 

• Good Shepherd Choir (adults) 

• Coventry Choir (grades 1 and 2) 

• St. Gregory Choir (grades 3-5) 

• Girls Choir (grades 6-8)

• Adult & Youth Handbell Guilds

• New Light Ensemble

ACOLYTE GUILD
Assisting the clergy at services is our 

Acolyte Guild of over 80 youth members 

supported by a team of seven adults, each 

with a specific support role. In addition to 

training to assist in the liturgy, the Acolyte 

Guild provides programs designed to build 

fellowship and broaden the members’ 

understanding of the church.  Our acolytes 

have been requested by the Diocese of 

Texas to serve at major diocesan events.



Fellowship
We grow and enhance our relationship with 

God and each other through fellowship.

Supporting our worship services are our Acolytes, Lay Eucharistic Ministers and Lay Readers, Altar Guild, Flower Guild, Usher 

Corps, Greeters and Welcome Center.

Wor s h i p
We glorify God through worship, 
acknowledging that our very existence 
comes from Him.

SUNDAY
Good Shepherd offers a diverse selection of worship services.

  8:00 a.m. -  A quiet Rite I Holy Eucharist service

10:15 a.m. - The traditional Rite II Holy Eucharist service in the nave features the choir singing music from all periods 

during Holy Communion.

10:15 a.m. -  The New Light service meets in the Great Hall and has a more casual, contemporary feeling, featuring praise 

music and a teaching sermon.

  6:30 p.m. -  A service in the style of Taizé, centered on silence and reflection with rhythmic, repetitive singing, is offered   

 the second Sunday of the month.  We also have a lay-led healing service on the fourth Sunday of the month.

WEDNESDAY
On Wednesday evenings we celebrate Holy Eucharist Rite II with Healing in the chapel.

IN SMALL GROUPS PARISHIONERS CONNECT WITH OTHERS WHILE SHARING 
COMMON INTERESTS
• Daughters of the King (DOK) is an order for women, dedicated to prayer, service, and evangelism. 

• Great N.E.W.S. Train Club is for adults interested in railroading and model trains. 

• KnitCrochet Group enjoys knitting and crocheting items for outreach and others.

• Peace & Stitch and Sticking to it are for those interested in quilting and sharing their skills.

• Moms, Dads and Young Disciples (MDYD) brings together parents and young children for potluck dinners, movies 

 and outings. 

• Prime Timers Dinner Group is for adults 50+ who meet at local restaurants for dinner and fellowship.

• Women’s Book Group is for women who love to read and enjoy discussing a variety of books.

Throughout the year there are opportunities for 

parishioners to gather as a community for fellowship and 

a chance to meet members of the parish family they might 

not otherwise know. Good Shepherd is known for its 

outdoor Live Nativity scene (opposite, top) presented for 

the enjoyment of the Kingwood community every Christmas 

since 1986. The annual Pumpkin Patch (opposite, bottom) 

and Fall Festival in October focus on pumpkin sales and 

fun activities for area children and their families. Other 

parish-wide events include the Shrove Tuesday Pancake 

Supper, Wednesday Night Dinners, Brother-Hood Sunday, 

Independence Day Picnic, Blessing of the Animals, and 

Advent Cookies and Carols. 



O u t r e a c h
We serve those in need in our community 
and beyond, reflecting Jesus’ commandment 
to love one another as He Loves us

WE EMBRACE CHRIST’S COMMAND TO SERVE THOSE IN NEED
• We provide volunteers to The Beacon, which provides lunch, showers, laundry services, and other assistance aimed at 

restoring and maintaining the dignity of people in the downtown Houston street community.

• We host several blood drives each year benefiting St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital.

• FamilyTime, a crisis and counseling center, and The Door, a shelter for battered women and their children, receive 

financial assistance and volunteers from Good Shepherd. 

• Feed My Lambs, in partnership with other area churches, prepares and delivers nutritious lunches to disabled and 

needy people in nearby Porter. 

• We support Lord of the Streets Episcopal Church with volunteers and financial assistance for its ministries to the 

homeless of downtown Houston, cooking breakfast for them several times a year and collecting and distributing clothes 

and other needed items.

• Hearts and Hands rebuilds, and in some cases resurrects, inadequate housing. Required improvements are provided at 

no cost to the elderly, the disabled, and the poor. 

• Humble Area Assistance Ministries (HAAM) is an interfaith coalition of area churches serving as a community food 

pantry, social service agency, job bank, and resale store, all made possible through donations of food, clothing, 

household goods, and volunteers. 

• Kairos addresses the spiritual needs of incarcerated people, their families, and those who work in the prisons.

• Kingwood ACTs / Second Family Care Teams minister to frail adults, those living with HIV/AIDS, and others with 

special needs by providing occasional meals, transportation, home visits, and other helpful services. 

• Operation Santa gives Christmas gifts of food, clothing, toys, and personal items to local needy families and nursing 

home residents. 

• We provide St. James House, an Episcopal retirement home, with a board member, support of their annual Silver Tea, 

and Christmas gifts to residents.

MISSION STATEMENT
With God’s help and gifts, we proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ to our community and invite all people into 

our loving fellowship.

OUR VALUES
Worship

We glorify God through worship, acknowledging that our very existence comes from Him.

Children and Youth Ministries

We support and encourage children and youth to know Christ, to discover and develop their 

spiritual gifts and to serve others.

Christian Education

We come to know Christ and grow our foundation of faith through our spiritual journey of 

learning, teaching and understanding God’s Word.

Pastoral Care

We nurture and support each other in our daily lives through our faith and actions.

Fellowship

We grow and enhance our relationship with God and each other through fellowship.

Outreach

We serve those in need in our community and beyond, reflecting Jesus’ commandment to love one another as 

He loves us.

Mission, Values & Vision

OUR VISION
Good Shepherd will be a Church

…where all who attend find dynamic, diverse and meaningful worship experiences

…where newcomers find a warm and welcoming spirit, an invitation into the full life of the parish and opportunities to share 

their God-given gifts in ministry

…where small groups provide the opportunity for all to grow in spirit, strengthen their love of God and establish meaningful 

personal relationships

…where our commitment to financial responsibility and stewardship will allow us to enhance our mission and our values



The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd began regular Sunday services in 1962 in a private home in Humble, 

about 20 miles northeast of Houston, and became a mission church of the Diocese of Texas the following year. 

With the development of the Kingwood area a few miles north in the early 1970s, the congregation moved in order 

to establish permanent roots and grow with the young community. In 1976 we held our first service in the building 

constructed on the present four-acre site.

In 1978 we achieved parish status and grew substantially, from 189 families in 1978 to 346 families in 1984. A 

Christian education building was completed in 1983 and the Good Shepherd School soon began operations in the 

new facility. In 1990 we built a 700-seat nave featuring open expanse, exposed beams, and stained glass windows, 

designed to reflect our value of strong, well-done traditional liturgical worship.

Continued growth in church membership, ministries, and the Good Shepherd School required more space, so in 

2001 we built a two-story, 19,000 square foot Mission Center. This greatly enhanced our youth activities, Christian 

education, and small group meeting opportunities and allowed for more administrative space in the main building. 

Membership grew steadily, although the actions of the 2003 General Convention caused some discord and 

resultant loss of membership and pledges, an unfortunate but temporary setback.

Good Shepherd is a vital, engaging congregation that has become one of the larger parishes in the Diocese of 

Texas, with over 550 families and an annual budget of over $1,000,000.  We have been blessed with many 

challenges and opportunities, as well as with the people and other resources with which to meet them.

 We have been fortunate to have the leadership of four outstanding rectors over the years: The Rev. Joseph 

Johnson (1973-1978), the Rev. Richard Elwood (1979-1984), the Rev. Stephen R. Whitfield (1985-1992), and the 

Rev. Dennis G. Fotinos, who served from 1993 until his retirement in January 2008. We pray for guidance in 

choosing a new rector to lead us forward.

Almighty God, giver of every good gift, Look graciously on your Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall 

choose a rector for this parish, that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for 

our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Appropriately named “The Livable Forest” Kingwood’s 

beautifully wooded surroundings and innovative 

master plan have helped the community grow into a 

charming small town, where residents find the ideal 

combination of new homes, outstanding schools, 

amenities, and conveniences all close to home.

Kingwood, Texas
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Storage
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Kingwood, Texas
“When Kingwood was first conceived in 1970, it was envisioned as a com-

munity that would fit into rather than replace the forest on the shores of 

Lake Houston. As Kingwood has grown from that first village in 1971, the 

vision has remained. The pines and oaks still stand to screen and shelter 

the commercial establishments and animals common to the area still roam 

the woods that surround the homes. Kingwood is more than a residential 

area; it is a community, an attitude, an atmosphere. Entering Kingwood is 

like entering another world where calm and peace pervade even the busiest 

areas and make it a Livable Forest.”

- Introduction from the book Kingwood, by Vince Semary

Kingwood, a master-planned community 24 miles northeast of downtown 
Houston and convenient to Bush Intercontinental Airport, opened in 1970 
and has become one of Houston’s premiere places to call home. 
Kingwood’s more than 14,000 wooded acres is currently home to 
approximately 65,000 residents and, when completed, approximately 
70,000. With over 75 miles of greenbelt trails for walking, biking, and 
jogging, residents can enjoy the natural beauty of Kingwood every day of 
the year.

Appropriately named “The Livable Forest”, Kingwood’s beautifully wooded 
surroundings and innovative master plan have helped it to grow into a 

charming small town, where residents find the ideal combination of new homes, outstanding schools, amenities, and conveniences close to home.

From sports to the performing arts to many of the most sought-after names in retail, Kingwood truly offers something for everyone. Baseball, softball, 
basketball, soccer, golf, swimming, gymnastics, football, plus over 100 clubs and organizations are available to children and adults. Two athletic 
clubs, a YMCA, and numerous smaller exercise facilities provide residents with fitness centers. 

Kingwood is also home to one of the largest private clubs in the world, the Clubs of Kingwood, which has six championship golf courses, 34 tennis 
courts, five swimming pools, two pro shops, a recently opened fitness center, plus fine and casual dining. In addition, the Oakhurst Golf Club is a 
challenging 18-hole, semi-private, daily fee course.

Kingwood is served by the Humble 
Independent School District and the 
New Caney Independent School 
District, both noted for outstanding 
student achievement and strong 
parental involvement. For those 
interested in private schools, 
Kingwood offers an impressive 
selection of schools and child care 
facilities. Lone Star College is 
within minutes of Kingwood, offering 
students of all ages the opportunity to 
continue their education. 

Kingwood homes are priced from the 
$100,000s to more than $1 million. 



Houston, Texas
A Vibrant Metropolitan 
Community
Houston is the fourth most populous 
city in the nation (trailing only New 
York, Los Angeles, and Chicago), 
and is the largest city in the 
southern U.S. and Texas. 

Houston’s Economy
The Houston economy is vibrant 
and thriving. Complementing its 
ranking as one of the nation’s 
most affordable cities is its strong 
economic base. The city’s business 
economy has rapidly diversified 
from its traditional energy base to 
include growth in high-technology 
industries, medical research, health 
care, and professional services. 
Houston is home to many 
businesses, including corporate 
headquarters for a number of 
Fortune 500 companies. 

Higher Education
A number of highly respected universities and community college systems serve the needs of Houstonians pursuing higher education. Universities 
within the Houston area include:

• The University of Houston • Texas Southern University
• Houston Baptist University • University of Texas Medical School
• Rice University • Baylor University Medical School
• University of St. Thomas  • South Texas College of Law

Arts and Entertainment
Houston is one of the few U.S. cities with resident companies in theater, ballet, symphony, and opera, enabling residents to enjoy performances all 
season long. Houston’s downtown Theater District is home to eight performing arts organizations and more than 12,000 seats. Only New York City 
has more seats concentrated in one geographic area. Additionally, Houston offers a full venue of art museums and critically acclaimed galleries. 

Sports
For the sports minded, Houston offers six professional sports teams: Houston Aeros hockey (AHL), Houston Astros baseball (MLB), Houston Comets 
basketball (WNBA), Houston Dynamo soccer (MLS), Houston Hotshots indoor soccer (CISL), Houston Rockets basketball (NBA), and Houston 
Texans football (NFL). 

Houston Weather
Houston enjoys a fairly mild climate throughout the year, with the warmest months in June - September. Summer temperatures range from the upper 
80s to mid 90s during the day and low-to-mid 70s during the evening. Houston’s winters tend to be gentle, with temperatures ranging from the 
low-to-mid 60s during the day and low-to-mid 40s at night. Only 14 measurable snowfalls have been recorded since 1939. In an average year,
Houston receives a little less than 46 inches of rain. 




